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unprovided with guns, except when they were ships
belonging to the King of Spain. They lacked not only
guns but other means of warfare, and even the guns,
when they were present, were so badly arranged on plat,
forms that the English could dislodge them with small
shot from their boats. The main reason of their unread^
ness to fight and of the bad management of their ships
lay in Spanish pride: the Spaniards were too proud to be
seamen, but used Amerindians for all the hard and rough
work of the ship, only one Spaniard, perhaps, going in
the smaller vessels as an officer. The Indians were often
skilful seamen, but had naturally no heart in defending
their vessel against the attacks of pirates, being, indeed,
only too glad thus to escape from Spanish thraldom.

The Spanish ships (writes Mn C. H. Haring in The
Buccaneers in the West Indies in the Seventeenth Century]
were notoriously clumsy and unseaworthy. With short
keel and towering poop and forecastle, they were an easy
prey to the long, low, close-sailing sloops and barks of
the buccaneers. Moreover, they were sometimes so em-
barrassed with goods and passengers that it was scarcely
possible to defend them when attacked. Merchant ships
were armed with such feeble crews, owing to overcrowding
(of passengers and soldiers), that it was all they could do
to survive the spells of bad weather, let alone to out-
manoeuvre a swift-sailing buccaneer.